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WADING IN
By Mike Barniskis
President, Aldo Leopold Chapter
As 2013 ends and 2014 begins, ALCTU has a lot of 
accomplishments to be proud of and a lot of great 
activities to look forward to. 
 As detailed elsewhere in the newsletter, thanks to 
the great work of our Tying Class Committee (led by 
Mike Stapleton) we have  free fly tying classes at the 
Portage Public Library over the next two months. It 
is a “beginner” course but all are welcome; you can 
always learn new things even after years of tying.
 February 1st, 2014 is the date for the Wisconsin 
State Council banquet. This year it will be in 
Oshkosh and I really hope to see as many of you 
there as possible. You can get all the details in the 
latest Wisconsin Trout, but I want to take a moment 
to ask for your help. Each year Bob Haase organizes 
a really neat auction item: a filled fly box from each 
of the chapters. The first two years our ALCTU box 
garnered the highest bids, but last year we lost that 
distinction. I want the title back, but I need your 
help to accomplish this. 
 Please consider donating flies to our chapter’s 
box. They do not need to be trout flies, in fact 
variety is a great asset and the tyer doesn’t need to 
be a chapter member, so have your brother in Ohio 
tie a few, too! We’d prefer groups of 6 or 12 of a 
given pattern but any and all flies are welcome. All 
we ask is that you include a note listing the pattern 
name and who tied them, as this information 
is included in the box. Flies can be sent to: Mike 
Stapleton, W8002 Whitetail Drive, Pardeeville, WI 
53954. He’ll need them before February 27. Please 
help!
 Thanks to the efforts of Scott Allen we have a new 
website: http://aldoleopold.tu.org/. This website is tied 
into TU National’s website and is really user friendly. 
Log in, join the site, check the calendar, connect with 
other members, you can even upload photos of your 
latest catch. The old website will redirect you to the 
new, for the next year or so, but please update your 
bookmarks as soon as you can.  continued on page 2

Wednesday, January 22, 2014, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Five-week, FREE beginner’s fly tying classes held 
at the Portage Public Library. 253 W. Edgewater 
Street, Portage. Class dates are as follows: 
Jan. 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12 and 19.

February 1 , 2014
TU All-State Annual Banquet, Best Western Premier,
Oshkosh, WI.
Saturday, February 8, 2014, 8:00 a.m.
Badger Fly Fishers’ Spring 2014 Fly Fishing Opener, 
Radisson Hotel, Madison.
Saturday, March 1, 2014
Early Wisconsin trout season begins.
Wednesday, March 5, 2014, 6:00 p.m.
Special member meeting held at The Corner Pocket, 
301 DeWitt St., Portage (corner of Hwys 33 & 51), 
election of officers and board.
Friday thru Sunday, April 12-13, 2014
TU Statewide Project Planning Workshop.  
Westby, WI.
Saturdays, April 19, May 17 and June 21, 2014 
Work Days, rain or shine, lunch provided. See 
information inside this newsletter.
Sunday, April 27, 2014
Last day of early trout season.
Saturday, May 3, 2014
Regular fishing season begins.

Note: to check on calendar updates or last minute cancellations, call 
920 206-8433 and ask for “Trout Unlimited Messages.”

The ALCTU board members would like to thank 

Budget Print of Watertown 
for all of the assistance they provide with printing and mailing of
our newsletters. Please consider them for your printing needs.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS



WADING IN  continued from page 1

 As you have probably seen in this past year’s 
Wisconsin Trout report, the Sprecher project on Bear 
Creek was successfully completed last fall. Almost 
6,000 feet of newly restored stream await you next 
season. Total project cost was $174,551 with the 
largest portion of the cost being paid through NRCS 
EQIP dollars ($118,000). Our other partners were 
Sauk County, WDNR, TU National (Embrace-A- 
Stream), Friends of Wisconsin Trout (WITU), The 
Trout and Salmon Foundation, US Fish and Wildlife 
Services and our many chapter member donors. 
 Next year’s Bear Creek project will be 
downstream of this year’s work and will take the 
project all the way to Highway N. Financially, it 
looks like NRCS EQIP and Sauk County dollars 
will cover the project’s costs but, ALCTU may 
need to provide some smaller amounts of gap-filling 
dollars. 
 Workdays for 2014 are expected to be held on 
Manley, Honey, and Bear Creek. The Workday 
Committee will provide more concrete details in the 
near future about locations, with April 19, May 17 
and June 21 dates expected. Start sharpening your 
lopers and saws!
 Mark the date: March 5, 2014 will be the date 
for the annual chapter elections. We moved it into 
March to avoid conflicting with the tying class dates. 
All chapter officers will be up for election, as will 
two board seats. If you are interested in serving the 
chapter in any of these positions, please contact me 
at barniskis@yahoo.com or 920-356-0081. I will 
be happy to answer any questions about what is 
involved, responsibilities, etc. Elections will be held 
March 5 at the Corner Pocket in downtown Portage 
at 6 p.m. (dinner at 5 p.m.). 
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NEW CHAPTER WEBSITE UP AND 
RUNNING

Member Scott Allen took on the task to renew and 
strengthen our chapter’s on-line presence. Working 
within the TU National website, he has created a 
much more complete site for ALCTU members. 
We now have a home that includes an interactive  
calendar, message boards, blogs and the ability to 
publish photos. Another strength to this site is that it 
interfaces with the TU National site and gives users 
a wide selection of paths to valuable and informative 
TU content.
 We are all testing it, playing with some of the 
features and getting ideas on how we can better 
communicate with you.
 All chapter members are invited to join the 
website. It is easy and gives each of you a chance to 
let us know you are out there, establish an on-line 
identity, receive up-to-date chapter information 
or post “bragging-rights” photos. Have some fun 
putting together your profile. We are eager to “re-
meet” you,  on line. If you would like to help with 
the website, please contact Scott Allen.

http://aldoleopold.tu.org/

ALDO LEOPOLD CHAPTER 
MISSION STATEMENT

The Aldo Leopold Chapter’s mission is to 
conserve, protect, restore and enhance trout and 
salmonid fisheries, watersheds, the groundwater 

that sustains them, and the doctrine of public 
trust that defends them, in Columbia, Dodge 

and Sauk Counties. We do this through 
education, cooperation, rehabilitation and 
advocacy using an extensive and dedicated 

volunteer network.
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Aldo Leopold Chapter Directory

Chapter Mailing Address:
 Aldo Leopold Chapter TU
 c/o Mike Barniskis
 805 S. Center Street, Beaver Dam, WI 53916

Board of Directors:
 Scott Allen 
 jscottallen12@gmail.com  608-524-1753

 Michael A. Barniskis, President
 barniskis@yahoo.com  920-356-0081

 Todd Franklin, Vice President
 toddfranklin@tds.net 608-516-3647

 Tom Gawle, Secretary
 tomg@redtopstudio.com 920-356-1628
 
 Tim Hood 
 jthood@charter.net 608-592-5405

 Dave Murphy
 davem17@gmail.com 608-963-2640

 Mike Stapleton 
 mikestapleton22@gmail.com 608-742-3665

 Michael C. Stupich, Treasurer
 mstupich@execpc.com 920-206-8433

 THANK YOU! 
TO THE FRIENDS OF THE 

ALDO LEOPOLD CHAPTER
The following people have contributed $25 or more to 
our chapter’s 2013 fund-raising drive, which brought 

in $1,120.
Tom Brownrigg, Clynt Byrnes, Gene Edwards, 

Robert Feldman, Duane Fuller, Tom & Sally Gawle, 
Peter Grimm, Thomas Hoffman, Robert Manke, 

Paul Maquire, Dave Murphy, James Peters, 
Edwin Pulsfus, James Schommer, 

Kevin & Theresa Searock, Jerome Sommer, 
Mike Stapleton, Mike Stupich, Peter Van Ness, 

Robert Wyman.
A special “thank you” to all the contributors, auction 

bidders, raffle purchasers, workers, demonstrators, 
chefs and clean-up crew who made our annual picnic 
one of the best in our chapter’s history! Dollars raised 

through the 2013 picnic, just over $1,325.

BEAR CREEK MONITORING STARTS
Tom Gawle, Secretary

At the very beginning of the chapter’s habitat 
improvement plan for Bear Creek, it was obvious 
that monitoring stream conditions would play an 
important role in the restoration effort. In addition 
to ALCTU, all parties involved in the restoration 
project, from grantors to state and county agencies, 
landowners and those that purchase trout stamps 
have a vested interest in the outcome of a project like 
ours and benefit by receiving feedback on successes 
and failures.
 But just what does “monitoring” entail? Simply 
put, it is a systematic collection and review of data 
that ultimately provides information to measure our 
project and help determine when modifications of the 
restoration plan are needed. Luckily the Wisconsin 
DNR and TUDARE’s strategic plan have developed 
monitoring protocols, processes and databases that 
our chapter is able to “hitch a ride” on. 
 In 2012 and 2013 ALCTU sought the assistance of 
TUDARE and the WDNR to begin the framework 
for setting up a monitoring plan. Through the 
generosity of the Alliant Energy Foundation, the 
chapter received a grant to fund the purchase of in-
stream temperature recorders and on August 16, 
ALCTU members Mike Barniskis, Tim Hood and 
Tom Gawle, along with Jean Unmuth, WDNR Water 
Resource Specialist and two UW-Platteville interns, 
Elizabeth Tanner and Jason Kaun, installed seven 
water temperature recorders in Bear Creek. They 
where located above, within and below the restored 
sections of creek.
 Each “logger” read and recorded the water 
temperature every 30 minutes for three full months, 
until they were removed on November 18, before 
extreme weather conditions could possibly damage 
the devices.     continued on page 4

Each logger (top) was fastened to an in-stream metal fence 
post. Before a logger was removed from the water, the shuttle 
(bottom) was used to download the logger’s collected data.
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MONITORING  continued from page 3

 The data recorded by each logger was then moved 
to the software supplied by the logger manufacturer. 
Using the software, the data can be looked at various 
ways but the most basic report generates an individual 
graph of the readings. 

 The loggers will be put back in Bear Creek at the 
seven sites, next spring, probably in late March or 
early April depending on weather conditions. They 
will record temperatures for about nine months 
until they are removed again before the winter. 
This will be repeated again in 2015. After 2015, the 
loggers will probably need new batteries.

The graph shows each temperature reading for three months. 
Above the graph, in the scroll window, is the warmest water 
temp readings of the three months, at 6 p.m. on August 27. As 
a reference, the air temp high for that day was 93° F.

Members Tom and Sally Gawle located and removed all 
seven loggers in mid-November. A cold front was blowing 
through and brought air temps down to around 20° F.

 Also in 2014, ALCTU will begin Water Action 
Volunteers (WAV) monitoring at one, maybe 
two locations on Bear Creek. WAV is a state-
wide volunteer program coordinated through 
a partnership between WDNR and the UW- 
Extension. Six in-stream water quality parameters 
are gathered per site: dissolved oxygen, temperature, 
transparency, flow, habitat and macroinvertebrates.
The data are collected once a month during Spring, 
Summer and Fall. 
 WAV offers training and assistance in setting up 
local stream monitoring programs and has a state-
wide database of more than 450 sites.  
 The chapter is looking for a few members who 
live near Bear Creek to become our  WAV volunteers. 
If you would like to become a Bear Creek WAV 
monitor please contact one of our board members 
and we can help you get the training you need. For 
more information on WAV, visit their website at:
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/
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2014 FLY TYING CLASSES BEGIN 
ON JANUARY 22
By Mike Stapleton, Fly Tying Committee Chairperson

Got cabin fever already? The Aldo Leopold Chapter 
has the perfect remedy for you  – our annual, free, 
beginners fly tying classes. Whether you’re starting 
from scratch or need to improve your existing skills, 
we’ll show you how to tie a variety of our favorite 
patterns covering a wide range of tying techniques 
and which are proven fish catchers for a variety of 
Wisconsin species.
 The Aldo Leopold Chapter will supply all the 
hooks and materials, while students should bring 
their own fly-tying vise, black thread and standard 
tying tools. For those unable to provide their own 
equipment, the chapter has a limited supply of vises 
and tools that it can loan to students.
 Our 2014 classes will be held in Portage, at the 
Portage Public Library, 253 W. Edgewater St., from 
6 to 8 p.m. on the following Wednesdays:  January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, and 19. Space is limited, so be 
sure to sign up soon.  If you have kids who would 
like to learn how to tie flies, please bring them too. 
If you are already tying your own flies, but know 
of someone who might be interested in the classes, 
please pass this information on to them. To sign 
up, contact Mike Stapleton at 608-742-3665 or 
mikestapleton22@gmail.com. Don’t let the winter 
blues get under your skin; sign up today!

FLY TYERS’ SUPERBOWL

Once again, each Wisconsin TU chapter has been 
asked to fill up a box with flies to be auctioned off 
at the State Council Banquet. This year the banquet 
will be held in Oshkosh on February 1. 
 ALCTU’s fly box drew the highest bid in 2011 
and 2012; however, we were unable to claim the top 
bid again in 2013. 

 NFL players like to say that once you’ve won 
a Super Bowl, all you think of is doing your best 
in order to get back there again, so perhaps we 
could fill this year’s fly box with the same focus – 
that the goal is nothing less than to crank out our 
best flies and reclaim the top spot in 2014.
 We have a lot of talented tyers in our chapter, and 
we need you all to consider donating 6 or 12 flies to 
help fill our box. They need not be trout flies, and 
don’t think your flies aren’t good enough – they are.  
 If you can contribute, let Mike Stapleton 
(mikestapleton22@gmail.com) know what you can 
come up with and send your flies to him at W8002 
Whitetail Dr., Pardeeville, WI 53954 no later than 
January 27. We’ve been to the top of this mountain 
before, the view is great from up there, and we’d like 
to get back there again, so please give us a hand!

ALCTU Board Member Elections 
to be held March 5th.
ALCTU officers and board 

member positions will be voted on and 
installed for 2014 at the ALCTU 

March 5th meeting. 6:00 p.m., The Corner 
Pocket, 301 DeWitt St., Portage 

(corner of Hwys 33 & 51)

Interested in running for a position or 
nominating an ALCTU member? Contact 
any one of the current board members 

to let us know.
All members are welcome and 

encouraged to attend this important
meeting and cast their vote.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance as of January 1, 2014

 Checking $2,436.00
 Savings $1,679.00
 Total $4,115.00
Michael C. Stupich, Treasurer



FLY
TYING

AHEAD

ALCTU Newsletter
c/o Red Top Studio
112 South Spring Street, Ste 2, Fl 2
Beaver Dam, WI 53916

Free Beginner Fly Tying Class Begins January 22

Portage Public Library         

6:00 - 8:00 pm

January 22, 29
February 5, 12, 19

  For more information

     contact

            Mike Stapleton 
           608-742-3665


